2017-18
UPCOMING
SIGN-UPS


Youth Basketball
Sept 15—Oct 15



Spring Soccer
Jan 20—Feb 20



Spring Baseball
Jan 10—Feb 10



Spring Softball
Jan 15—Feb 15



Soccer Shots
Feb 20—Mar 20



Archery
Feb 1—Feb 28



5K Training Program
Jan 15—Feb 15
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A Message from the Director

As the days get shorter and the nights get longer, Athens Sportsplex continues to be a staple of the City of Athens. As
Fall programs such as, Baseball, Softball, Soccer, and Adult Softball are in full swing. The participation has been
tremendous!
I appreciate the support of the families and friends in all of our programs, but especially in our youth soccer program.
With approximately 530 participants, all of the support has been great. However, truth of the matter is, with the
growth it has also caused parking issues. I don’t know if we will be able to provide additional parking but I promise we
can do a better job of scheduling. This effort should relieve some of the overflow. I appreciate everyone's patience
and understanding as we adjust to the increase in participation numbers.
As far as new project updates, there is starting to be significant progress made on the new multi-use fields and I am
optimistic that they will be completed on time and ready for play Spring of 2018. I have also been working with
Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood to have a rendering for the new Athens Recreation Center ready to submit to Athens
City Council hopefully by early November. I am really excited about the opportunities that this facility will bring to
our community and hopefully everyone will be encouraged to come out and enjoy.
Just let me continue to thank everyone for their support and participation and all the positive attitudes that continue to
make Athens Parks and Recreation successful.
Ben Wiley
Director—Cemetery, Parks and Recreation

Super Hero Day
We would like to extend our deepest condolences on the passing of Eli to the
Williams family. This year’s Super Hero’s Day was the biggest thus far. Kristie
Williams does a tremendous job organizing and keeping this event relevant.
“This year's Superhero Fun Day and Family Expo hosted by Eli's Block Party
Childhood Cancer Foundation was a "Super" success! The weather was
perfect, and thanks to the Athens Parks and Recreation Department, the
grounds of Big Spring Memorial Park were beautiful for the event. We raised
money for childhood cancer research, and raised awareness in our community
to a disease that kills six kids every day, having taken two of our own in the
month of August this year. We are touched by the community's support for
this cause, and thankful for the help provided by the Athens Parks and Rec. We
are excited about the direction the event is growing, and have already started
planning for September 8, 2018, so check out our website
at www.elisblockparty.org to keep up with all that we do in the community,
and for childhood cancer”.—Kristie Williams
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2017 Tournament Champs
Volleyball

11-13 Tournament Champs
Red Team

Volleyball was the most successful it has been
within the last 5 years with participation at its
highest. We hope this trend only continues as
we move into a new recreation facility. If there
is a program that is in need of a new recreation
facility and deserves a new recreation facility, it
would be our volleyball program. There are a
lot of really good young volleyball players in this
community that need good facilities to practice /
play in.

8-10 Tournament Champs
Gray Team

The goal is to eventually host travel
tournaments on the weekends in volleyball.
This year, for the first time we had a league AllStar team. There was an All-Star game held at
the end of the season that really showcased the
talent of our league.

8-10 All-Star Team
Tournament Champs

We really would like to thank everyone who
participated in our league and a special thanks to
all the parents and grandparents who came out
to show their support. We truly believe this
league will continue to grow and get stronger as
we move into a new facility.

11-13 All-Star Team
Tournament Champs

Adult Softball

Men’s Gold Bracket
Tournament & Season Champs
Superfriends

Men’s Silver Bracket
Tournament Champs
First National Bank
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TBA
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In Case You Missed It

Youth Soccer Giveaway
Athens Youth Soccer is quickly rising in participation
numbers. For Fall alone, we blew past the big 500 with
approximately 530 participants ages 5-16.
To thank all of the participants, we decided to do a
drawing with a very special prize. Soccer ball bags and
water bottles were monogramed to represent Athens
Recreation and names from each of our leagues were
drawn to receive them.
We hope that everyone who received gifts from the
drawing will get much enjoyment from them. We
hope to continue this next season and make it even
bigger and better.

Soccer Opening Day Winners of backpack and water bottle

All Kids Park
All Kids Park recently received the News Courier’s, 2017 Readers’
Choice award for the “Best Kid’s Attraction”. We are very excited to
receive this recognition from the citizens of our community. There has
been a lot of time and effort put into the All Kids Park with the addition
of the all-inclusive equipment. Knowing that the community is getting
the enjoyment it was intended for makes the effort worth while.
We hope to move forward quickly with phases 2 and 3 to complete this
project. Hopefully we will have estimates to the City Council by the end
of November. The ultimate goal for All Kids Park is to be completed
Spring 2018.
We hope that the community will continue to enjoy not only the All
Kids Park but all of the 7 parks located in Athens.
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For More Information about
our programs click here

Just So You Know
Wacky Quacky Ducky Derby

Limestone EMA Drive-Thru Flu Shots

October 7, 2017 @ Big Spring Park

October 5, 2017 @ All Kids Park

Sportsplex Car Show
ABS Cross Country

October 7, 2017 @ Big Spring Park

October 19, 2017 @ Athens Sportsplex

Christmas Parade
December 6, 2017 Begins @ Swan Creek Park

Rental Venues
Planning a company picnic, baby shower, birthday party or meeting? We have a
variety of pavilions and an indoor meeting room to suit your rental needs. We
have a total of 9 pavilions at 7 different parks around Athens that we rent from
April till the second week of November. For just $30 you can reserve a pavilion
from 8 am to 10 pm.
If you are looking for an indoor space for your event we also have a meeting room
that you can reserve. The room comes equipped with tables and chairs accommodating approximately 70 guests with use of the kitchenette for only $30 per hour.
For smaller gatherings, the room can be divided in half and reserves for just $15
per hour.
Call us today to check availability and set up a time to preview the meeting room.
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Coordinators Corner
Youth Basketball
Athens Youth Basketball is a great way to keep your child active
during the fall and winter months. We are currently registering
through October 15 for the 2017-2018 season. The $50 registration
fee includes a jersey and shorts.
We are always looking for volunteer coaches. If you are looking to
promote good sportsmanship and help teach basketball fundamentals,
please contact us.
Whether you are calling the plays or cheering from the sidelines,
your child is sure to carry these memories with them for many years
to come.
In addition to creating great memories, youth sports is a fantastic way
for players to explore and develop life-long skills. Team sports not
only can help develop physical abilities but social abilities as well.
Often times players make life-long friends out of their teammates.
If your child already loves the game or if you are trying to find
something that will peak their interest, come in to register today!

Athens Rec Plus
The purpose of doing the Athens Rec. Plus team is to try to offer a more
competitive option for the more experienced players in our league. This
year we are only offering it for the 10 & Under boys, but hopefully if it is
successful we will be able to offer it to more age groups next year and
also do the same in other sports.
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Health and Fitness
10 Benefits of Participating in Youth Sports
From the basketball court to the tennis court, the soccer field to the baseball diamond, Athens Recreation youth sports play an
important role in our community. Through sports, kids learn the importance of teamwork, respect for authority and rules, how
to win and lose in a respectful manner and many other life-long lessons. There are many other benefits of participating in your
sports, we have listed the top 10. You can read more about the benefits of youth sports and other basketball tips at:
http://www.ultimate-youth-basketball-guide.com.
1.

Develop and become proficient at the various sports skills.

2.

Develop skills needed to socialize with their peers as well as adults.

3.

Develop independence and confidence.

4.

Develop a sense of achievement, which helps develop a positive self-image.

5.

Develop leadership skills and qualities.

6.

Learn how to cooperate and compete.

7.

Develop agility, coordination, endurance, flexibility, speed and strength.

8.

Develop the ability to make decisions and accept responsibilities.

9.

Learn to understand and express emotions, imagination, and appreciation for what the body can do.

10. Develop an interest in continuing sports participation as an adult.

Remind
2017 Youth Basketball

@hbd36f

2017 Fall Youth Softball

@egf9h7

2017 Fall Youth Soccer

@gg97g4

2017 Fall Youth Baseball

@fak93k

To receive updates, reminders and cancellations just text the code to 81010

Athens Cemetery, Parks & Recreation
Weekday Hours: Monday—Friday: 6:00 a.m.—10:00 p.m.
Weekend Hours: Saturday & Sunday: 7:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Phone #: (256) 233-8740
Fax #: (256) 233-8742
Website: www.athensal.us
Follow us on Facebook: “Athens Recreation Center”
Cemetery Information:
Office hours: Monday—Friday: 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Phone #: (256)233-8743
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