Rendering of proposed new Recreation Center
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Are we ready for 2018?

2018
UPCOMING
SIGN-UPS


Jan 10—Feb 10

In parks and recreation, the seasons come and the seasons go. The years start to slip
away and before you know it we are ushering in a new year without reflecting on all that
has happened.



When I think back, I see 2017 as a very productive year. Productive can mean several



things; such as park and recreational employees staying on top of maintenance,
answering all calls and making sure all our reservation and registration forms are
available, scheduling game/practice times, ordering uniforms and trophies, and also just
building a positive relationship with our community.

Factor in new projects, new events in our parks, and participation numbers at an all-time
high I think this has made for a very productive and busy year. To be honest with you, I
feel like we are just getting started.

championship, introducing youth flag football league, establishing an Athens Greenway
trailhead located off of Hwy 72. I hope to continue moving toward a new recreation
center.

The thing I look forward to the most is increasing growth in program participation, getting
to know so many new people and continuing our great relationships with our existing
participants and community.
Ben Wiley
Director—Cemetery, Parks & Recreation

Spring Softball
Jan 15—Feb 15
Spring Soccer
Jan 20—Feb 20



Archery
Feb 1—28



Youth Tennis
May 1—31



Adult Softball
May 1—31

So, the answer is yes! I would say 2018, we are ready for an even more productive year.
Several things to look out for: USSSA world series baseball, USSSA State softball

Spring Baseball



Athens Swim
Team Early May
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Follow us on Facebook
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2017...What a Year We Had
Adult Softball

Volleyball
Athens Recreation 2017 Youth
Volleyball season was the best we have
had thus far. Participation was at its
highest in the past 5 years. Registration
for Youth Volleyball will
be April 1-30.

Soccer State Champions

The Athens Rec 14U All-Star
Soccer Team was recognized
at Athens City Council
meeting for winning the state
tournament and
sportsmanship trophies.

Coash Carlos Martinez, Assistant Coach Francisco Vicente,
Players: Franklin Vicente, Nehemias Vicente, Christian Vicente,
James Hernandez, Alex Martinez, Jayden Campbell, Jesus Roman,
Ernest Ramos, Ivan Mendoza, Colbi Bradford, Edmilson Vicente,
Jorge Mendoza, Arturo Guittere, Bryan Soto

The Athens Parks & Recreation 14U Soccer All-star team won the 2017 ARPA State
Soccer Tournament in Dothan, Al November 19th. They defeated Prattville 5-1,
Eufaula 4-1, & won the championship against Dothan, 3-2 in a shootout. Several of
these young men, about 85% of this team, have played with Athens and
consistently won the state championship for the past 5 years. These kids showed
great skill by winning the state championship, but they also showed great class and
character by winning the Sportsmanship Award.

TIME OUT..
PARKS & RECREATION
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Youth Basketball

Athens Recreation Youth Basketball league is rapidly growing. Participation numbers have
never looked better with approximately 370 kids ages 5-16 playing in our league. This is a
78% increase in participation since 2011! We are still looking to grow this number even
further.

As a special thank you to all of the players in our league, there was an Opening Day
celebration for the first time in youth basketball. All of the players were given an Athens
Recreation bag, thunder sticks, basketball stress ball, bracket and ticket to Athens High
School basketball game.

As you could imagine with over 50 teams coordinating practice/game schedules with only
one gym would be impossible without coordinating with Athens City Schools for use of
other facilities. Of course, a new recreation center would alleviate some if not all of these
issues.

TIME OUT..
PARKS & RECREATION
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In case you missed it
2017 Events
There are many events that Athens Parks & Recreation hosts. Several of these events are still in their infancy
stages but quickly becoming a known yearly event for Athens. Other events such as Mud Volleyball, will be
going into the 29th year. It is our hope to continue to grow and offer more family-friendly events throughout
each of our parks. Save the date and mark your calendar for these and more events in 2018!

North Poll Stroll
The North Pole Stroll has been very well received for its third year. The
Big Springs Memorial Park is beaming with pride showing off its uniquely
decorated 52 Frazier Firs trees. This year's event is a true 'stroll' thanks
to the Parks and Recreation Department laying out an easy to maneuver
and view walk along the sidewalks. We have an assortment of themed
Christmas Trees from various decorations of cars from Dealers Auto
Auction to the huge police officer sponsored by Defensive Applications
and decorated by 'Behind the Badge'. Even Alabama Veterans Museum
has their tree showing its patriotism with bows of red & white and the
City of Athens with multi-colors for team Relay.
-Teresa Todd

Easter Egg Hunt
In 2017, we hosted our first annual Easter Egg Hunt. We
received a lot of positive feedback and are looking forward to
making this year’s Easter Egg Hunt even bigger and better.

Make sure you mark your calendars Saturday, March 31, 2018,
for Athens Parks & Recreation 2nd annual Easter Egg Hunt!

TIME OUT..
PARKS & RECREATION
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Just so you know
Flag Football

Online Rollout
Progress is being made all around us here at Athens

Year after year we get the same the question: does

Recreation. It’s not enough for us to offer more programs,
but we also want to make it easier for the public to register
and participate in all the programs we have to offer. We are
currently working with CivicRec developing software that will
allow citizens to log on and register their child for programs
and pay online from the convenience of their own homes.
This will also allow us to accept credit cards. This new online
feature should be online by Volleyball registration.

Athens Recreation offer football. We are excited to
finally be able to answer this question with, YES! We
are partnering with NFL to offer a Flag football league
to boys and girls. Registration for flag football will be
June 20—July 20. The fee will be $50 and will include
the uniform. So, mark your calendar and register your
player this summer! Don’t forget to grab a coach’s
application.

Trunk or Treat
This will be the first year that we will
organize Trunk or Treat at Athens
Sportsplex Wednesday, October 31,
2018.

Athens Greenway Trailhead
The City of Athens received a $200,000 Community Development Block
Grant through ADECA to buy an acre of property for a new trailhead and
gravel parking area to the south of U.S. 72. This will carry the trail 1,200
linear feet and extend the trail to the south under the U.S. 72 overpass.
The project includes a gravel parking lot, roadway extension, grant fees,
grading and drainage work, engineering, property acquisition and
lighting. The city’s match will be $50,000. The city currently is
advertising for engineering and grant consulting services.

Lincoln Bridgeforth Upgrades
USSSA State Softball Championship
June 26—30

USSSA Baseball AA World Series

Because of the work put into building the East pod, 4
additional multi-use fields, Athens is now able to host
major tournaments such as the USSSA World Series
Baseball tournament and USSSA State softball
championship. These large tournaments not only bring
good competition to Athens but economic growth as
well.

June 21—23
TIME OUT..
PARKS & RECREATION
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Coordinators Corner
Softball
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For More Information about
our programs click here

Baseball

It’s hard to believe that our Youth Softball
registration is just around the corner. It’s that time
to break out those cleats and gloves and get ready for
fun nights at Athens Sportsplex with your family and
friends. Registration will be January 15- February 15.

If your daughter is between the ages of 5-12 (age as
of January 1, 2018), we encourage you to sign her up
to play. She will learn more about the game of
softball and will make new friendships along the way.
4 year olds can also participate as long as they turn 5
by December 31, 2018. The cost is $70 per player
which includes the uniform (shirt, shorts, and socks).

We look forward to seeing you on the field this
Spring!

What a time to be alive! The year 2017 was packed with
competitive spirit and a lot of learning about all the facets
that come with being a young athlete.

The fall season is all constructed around learning for coaches
and players alike. Young athletes 5-12 get to display their
talents in front of coaches, parents, family, and friends. In the
fall season, we do not keep score during the season but we
did implement our first competitive fall tournament at the
end. The tournament teams placing and opponents were preselected in the coaches meeting via random draw.

We as a staff want to promote an opportunity for coaches
and players who are new and learning an outlet to not be
afraid to make mistakes rather learn and address situations
moving forward for upcoming leagues we may offer.

Spring Registration Jan 10th- Feb 10th

Archery



Effective Jan. 1, 2018, all bats 2 5/8" or 2 1/4" will be
allowed as long as it has the USABat trademark. Any bat
that does not have the USABat trademark will not be
allowed. The Athens Parks & Recreation will provide a
legal bat for each team beginning in the Spring of 2018.
USA stamped tee ball bats will be needed for 5-6

Registration will be February 1-28. The cost will be $25 and



Age control date (as of April 30th, 2018)

will consist of 5 classes on Fridays in March. Ages will be 8
years old and up.



Coaching requirements include coaches application,
background screening, concussion training, and coaches
education course. (Spring only) Education course fee is
$19.95



Registration fee $70

We had another successful class of 15 Archers this Fall. If
you are looking for something different for your child to do,
then we encourage you to sign them up for the class.

We also encourage you to take the class with your child. This
would be a great activity to do together with some friendly
competition. Hope to see you on the Range!

Soccer

Where to begin? The 2017 fall soccer season

was our biggest soccer season that we have
had in Athens. We had 525 players totaling
63 teams this fall. In our fall league, every team had 10 regular season games and also
all teams participated in an end-of-the-season single-elimination tournament (except
4-5-year-olds). The growth of our soccer program has been substantial over the past
few years and we would expect that trend to continue in the coming years as soccer is
becoming more and more popular here in Athens.

We appreciate each parent, coach, etc. who was involved in helping make this season
a very successful one. Also, most importantly, we could not have done it without the
participation of the children who put in the time and effort to make the league very
competitive and fun! Registration for our fall soccer league is June 20-July 20. The
ages will be 4-18 with an age control date of July 31, 2018. The fee is $30.

TIME OUT..
PARKS & RECREATION

New Faces
“The 2017 fall baseball season at the
Athens Recreation Department was filled
with new faces and new adventures for
staff and coaches. The previous
Recreation Coordinator Zane Campbell
moved on to a new position which left
me with an opportunity to become the
new sheriff in town. Becoming the
Recreation Coordinator was a profound
opportunity that I did not see coming but
an exciting new journey for me to begin”.
—Preston Herring
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Parks and Pool Rental
Athens Municipal Pool
Thinking of planning a pool party? Look no further
than your hometown Athens. We are now
accepting 2018 reservations for Athens Municipal
Pool.

The pool will open May 26 and remain open until
August 26. The fee to reserve the pool is $100 per
hour with a 2-hour minimum. The pool can only be
reserved Friday and Saturday evenings from 6-9 pm
or Sunday 1-5 pm.

Athens Municipal Pool is a great, day-long activity
during those hot summer months. Public swim is
Monday through Saturday 12—5 p.m. with
admission just $4 for adults and $3 for children 12
and under. We also offer a season pass that will
allow you to come anytime during public swim
hours for just $60, what a bargain!

Planning your family gatherings, birthdays, or team parties for 2018?
Athens has a total of 7 parks located around the city. The pavilions at
each of our parks are available for rental March 16—November 12.
Just $30 reserves a pavilion all day from 8 am to 10 pm. Jimmy Gill,
Robert Allen Tinnon and Lincoln Bridgeforth parks all have kitchenettes
that can be reserved for an additional $25.

There are a variety of amenities that each of our parks offers. Jimmy
Gill Park, which has recently had a parking expansion, also has a
basketball court and multi-use field. Swan Creek and Big Spring parks
both have newly renovated
tennis courts. The full list
of amenities can be found
on our website at
athensal.us. Whether you
are planning a family
reunion or just looking for
something to do for a few
hours the parks of Athens
is open to the public daily
from 8 am to 10 pm.

TIME OUT..
PARKS & RECREATION
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Health & Fitness
New instructors coming to Athens Rec Fitness
We are excited to be offering 2 new Zumba classes: Basic Zumba and Strong by Zumba instructed by
Candace Tedder. Our hope is to grow our programs and class sizes. Because we only have one multipurpose room that is shared among all the instructors: Karate, Super Circuit, and Zumba, time slots for
new classes is very limited. If we move forward with the new recreation facility there will be several
rooms and scheduling multiple classes at the same time will no longer be an issue.

Candace’s Bio
Candace has been a licensed Zumba instructor and a member of the ZIN (Zumba instructor network)
since April 2013. She began her Zumba journey after attending her first Zumba class while living
overseas with her husband in South Korea and was immediately hooked! Zumba helped Candace to
discover a healthier way of living. She lost 60 pounds and gained more than just physical endurance but
also a better sense of well-being all the way around the board. Candace is very passionate about the
Zumba program and continued educating herself in other Zumba specialties by attending training and
receiving additional licenses. Candace went on to receive basic 2, Zumba Gold, Zumba kids, pro skills
and most recently, Strong by Zumba(SBZ). SBZ is not a typical Zumba class and there is zero dancing. It
is a hit/boot camp style class where the movements are synced to music and considered an entirely
different program in itself that is trademarked under Zumba. Candace went on to teach Zumba classes
all over San Antonio and recently the Huntsville area. Candace has hosted several zumbathon charity
events and been a part of hundreds of events throughout her career. Her goal is to help to encourage
and inspire others with their fitness goals while having fun doing so. In her spare time, Candace is a wife
and a mother of two boys and is expecting another one this summer. She loves to sing, craft and
volunteer at her church.

2018 calendar of events
Date

Event

Location

March 10

Wild Game Cookout

Lincoln-Bridgeforth Park

March 31

Easter Egg Hunt

Athens Sportsplex

May 4

Relay 4 Life

Sportsplex

July 14-16

5 day Summer Sport Camp

Rec / Sportsplex

July 21

Mud Volleyball

TBA

Athens Cemetery, Parks & Recreation
Sept 8

Super Heroes Day

Big Spring Park

Sept 15

Duck & Run

Big Spring Park

Oct 6

Wacky Quacky Ducky Derby

Big Spring Park

Oct 13

Sportsplex Car Show

Athens Sportsplex

Oct 31

Trunk or Treat

Athens Sportsplex

Dec 1

AHS ROTC “Jingle Bell” Jog

Swan Creek Park

Dec 6

Christmas Parade

Swan Creek Park

Dec 11

Lincoln Tree Lighting

Lincoln Bridgeforth Park

December

North Poll Stroll

Big Spring Park
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