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Athens Parks & Recreation

Time
Out!
For the latest news and happenings in Parks & Recreation...
2017
UPCOMING
SIGN-UPS




Adult Softball



busy time for our department. We decided to take advantages in our parks by offering citizens
opportunities to enjoy the parks while sharing their photos and experiences.

As the Director, I would like to think we offer a high level of service which means being proactive

Athens Swim

in upgrades and expansions. We have several projects underway scheduled to be complete by
early July such as, Jimmy Gill parking expansion and Swann Creek and Big Spring tennis court
projects.

Fall Soccer
June 20—July 20



Spring has arrived. In Parks and Recreation, just like the flowers that are in full bloom so is the

May 1—31

Team May 2—31


A Message from the Director

Our long awaited multi-use Baseball / Softball fields at Athens Sportsplex are underway. As the

June 30—July 30

weather continues to get better we are hoping to see continuous progress. I am excited about
this project and have talked to many citizens of Athens who are excited also. My hope is these
new fields will impact the growth of the league & encourage kids to participate.

Fall Softball

I am also currently working with the Mayor’s office interviewing architect firms to design and

July 1—31

build a new 50,000 sqft Recreation Center to be located at Athens Sportsplex. There has been
quite a bit of positive feedback which encourages me, and I am very pleased with how many
citizens of Athens have shown their support for this project.

Fall Baseball

Ben Wiley
Director—Cemetery, Parks & Recreation
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balloons in hand, they began the march onto the field. Finally, all eyes were
on the pitcher mound as Mayor Marks threw out that iconic first pitch
opening the season.
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Saturday April 1st, was the perfect day to open the
2017 season. Players and coaches lined the outfield
as they prepared for the parade. As the last of the
teams were being called, a Medflight helicopter
amazed the kids by hovering over the field. Johana
Slinkard, a softball player, stepped out in front of
over 500 players and their families and beautifully sang the National Anthem.
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2016-2017 Youth Basketball
Season
Tournament
Winners
Clippers

Sparks

9-10 year old boys

7-8 year old girls

More Tournament Winners
Hawks

Dream

Bulls

Bulls

7-8 year old boys

9-12 year old girls

11-12 year old boys

13-16 year old boys

7-8 Boys All Star
“This past 2016-2017 Youth Basketball season was one of the more exciting seasons we have had. I was especially
encouraged with the increased participation in the younger age groups. Overall, we had approximately 300 kids from 5 to
16 years old participating in the Youth Basketball program. I would like to express a special thanks to all the volunteer
coaches who helped make this season the success it was.”—Ben Wiley, Director
Congratulations to our 7-8 year old boys All-Star team who were runner ups in the area
tournament. They advanced to the ARPA State Tournament hosted in Haleyville. They did an
outstanding job and represented Athens Parks and Recreation very well. Thanks goes to coach
Murrell who lead the boys to state.
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In Case You Missed It
Easter Egg Hunt
We had an amazing turn out Saturday, April 15th
at the All Kids Park for our first Easter Egg Hunt.
We would like to thank everyone who came out
and all the volunteers who helped to hide the eggs.

A special thanks to the Easter Bunny who did an
amazing job and made the kids very happy as they
hugged him and stood for photos. We saw a lot of
happy little faces and hope to make this an annual
event!

Baby Jake’s Buddies—
March of Dimes Fundraiser

Baseball Coaches Clinic—Hosted by
Chuck Smith and AHS Coaching Staff.

Call About our Programs
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Giveaways

Follow us on Facebook for
more Contests
@AthensRecreationCenter

In March we started a monthly give away! We had a photo
contest for each of our parks. The rules were simple: Go to
the park and take a picture—send it to us on Facebook!

Lindsay Naylor—Big Spring Park

Melody Barrett Tynes—

$25 Card to Cracker Barrel

All Kids Park
$25 Card to Lowe’s
Lacy—Jimmy Gill Park

Holly Saravia—Wellness Park

$25 gift card to Logan’s

$25 Gift Card to Walmart

Christina H Pratt—

Christie Presell Bowers—Swan Creek
Parks

Robert Allen Tinnon Park
$25 Card to Cracker Barrel

$25 Gift Card to Village Pizza

Runner-ups —Opening Day Photo Contest
Softball: Michelle Reeves Stewart
Baseball: Emily Myrick Brittnell

$20 Gift Card to Domino’s

Opening Day Photo Contest
Winners
Laura Butler Brown

$50 Gift Card to Hibbett Sports
TIME OUT..
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Just so you know
2-Day Basketball Tournament
The Athens Recreation Center will be hosting an Adult Basketball
Tournament on June 23-24. Registration for the tournament will
be May 15th through June 15th. The tournament will be for
players 18 yrs and older and there will be a $200 team fee. Each
team will be allowed 10 players on the roster, which must be
turned in at the coaches meeting on June 22nd. The Coaches
meeting will be held at the Athens Rec Center.

July 14-15, 2017
@ Swan Creek Park
Check “County for a
Cure“ Facebook Page
for more details

May 12-13, 2017
@ Sportsplex

For any information or questions that you have about this
tournament please contact:
Zane Campbell at 256-233-8740 or email zcampbell@athensal.us .

Tournaments, Tournaments, & More Tournaments
The Athens Parks & Recreation is dedicated to trying to help the local economy through hosting tournaments. From March - July the
Athens Parks and Recreation has 22 tournaments scheduled. Practically every weekend teams descend on the Athens Sportsplex to
spend the day in Athens to play ball. Although the reason people come is to play baseball or softball, a by product of that is that they
spend money to help our local economy. They go to restaurants, get gas, go to Walmart, and occasionally will spend the night.

Our goal is to try to attract bigger tournaments to be able to put more “heads in beds” and have our local economy impacted even
greater by people staying in hotels in Athens multiple days. One thing that will certain help us achieve this goal is the new pod of fields
being built at the Sportsplex. Having 12 fields in one location, plus being right beside I-65 makes Athens one of the premier tournament
facilities in North Alabama. The new fields should be ready for play by the Spring of 2018. We are excited to see the future
tournaments that Athens will be able to host. Below is a tournament schedule for the next 2 months at the Athens Sportsplex.
April 22 - Playmakers “Alabama Dirt” Baseball Tournament

June 3-4 - USSSA “Global State” Baseball Tournament

April 22 - Athens High School Softball Tournament

June 8-10 - USSSA Pre-Area 2 All-star Softball Tournament

April 29 - USSSA “Global NIT” Baseball Tournament

June 16-17 - Cal Ripken 7 & 8 All-Star District Tournament

May 6 - HITS Baseball Tournament

June 24 - ASA “Bringing The Heat” Softball Tournament

May 13-14 - USSSA “Mother’s Day Classic” Softball Tournament

June 24 - USSSA “Summer Slam” Baseball Tournament

May 20-21 - USSSA “Global Sub-State” Baseball Tournament

June 30-July 1 - Adult Softball One Pitch Tournament

May 27-28 - USSSA “10U Super Southern Invitational” Softball Tournament

5th Ave. Baseball Reunion
For years, young boys made wonderful memories, created

Truckin Good Times

friendships, and had a blast playing the game of baseball at 5th Ave.
Park, now called Robert A. Tinnon Park. The Athens Parks &
Recreation would like to recreate those memories and rekindle
those friendships. On Saturday, July 1, the Athens Parks &
Recreation will host a 5th Ave. Baseball Reunion at Robert A
Tinnon Park (5th Ave. Park).

August 11, 2017 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

The festivities will begin at 9:00 a.m. with a Wiffle Ball Tournament

There will be entertainment and a family fun atmosphere for all

@ Athens Sportsplex

City of Athens Parks and Recreation Department is excited to
host 2017 “Truckin’ Good Times” which is a showcase of food
trucks selling a variety of flavorful treats for everyone to enjoy.

(6 v. 6) for ages 18 & over. To register for the Wiffle Ball

ages.

Tournament, go to the Athens Rec. Center. The tournament entry
fee is $50.

Set the date and come out for an evening of flavorful treats of
appetizers, main dishes, side dishes, and desserts to satisfy
any and all appetites.
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Spring 2017 Archery Class
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Coordinators Corner
For More Information about
our programs click here

Swimming Pool
If you are looking for a fun and inexpensive way to the spend the afternoon, come to the Athens City Pool. The
Athens City Pool is a Jr. Olympic size pool that is located at the Athens Sportsplex. It will open to the public on
Saturday, May 27. Normal operating hours will be Mondays - Saturdays from 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Admission is
only $4, $3 for 12 & under. Also, we offer a season pool pass for only $60/person.

Additionally, if you are looking for a great place to have a summer birthday party, we have the place. The pool can
be rented on the weekends on Fridays (6-9 p.m.), Saturdays (6-9 p.m.), and Sundays (1-5 p.m.). The rental fee is only
$75/hr, which includes lifeguards.

If your child likes to swim and would like to do so competitively, the Athens Swim Team will have registration on
Tuesday, May 2 at the Athens Rec. Center from 6-8 p.m. The Athens Swim Team is a parent ran organization that
works with the Athens Rec. Dept. to offer children the opportunity to swim competitively against other local
cities. The fee to join the Athens Swim Team is $125. For more information on the Athens Swim Team, go to

Athens Youth Volleyball
The Athens Youth Volleyball league is excellent for young players to get introduced to the game of volleyball and also for
those who have played before. It is a great opportunity for young players to develop their individual skills of the game
along with learning how to work together as a team. It is also an opportunity for your child to create memories and
friendships that will be cherished for a lifetime. Our youth volleyball registration will be April 1st -April 30th at the Athens
Recreation Center. Anyone that is between the age of 8-13 (age as of May 31st , 2017) can play. 7 year olds can also play
as long as they turn 8 by December 31st, 2017. The fee is $35, which includes a shirt. We look forward to seeing you all at
the Rec Center for some exciting volleyball games!

Adult Softball
Are you looking to become more active or wanting a fun way to exercise? If so, come and join our Adult Softball League. We offer
a Men’s League (Monday and some Thursday nights) and a Co-ed League (Tuesday and some Thursday nights). We know that you
will have fun and make new friends along the way.

Registration will be May 1-31 and the cost will be $350 per team. This League is sanctioned through USSSA. All teams will have to
supply their own equipment including softballs. Games will begin around June 19th and go through the first week of August. All
players must be 18 years old or older to play in this league.

We offer a 10 game regular season schedule with a single elimination tournament at the conclusion of regular season games. First
and second place teams for regular season and tournament will be awarded t-shirts.
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This 2.25 mile walking and biking trail goes
from US Hwy 72, and connects to both AHS
and Athens Sportsplex tracks.

Grab a nature book and take the kids with you.
As you walk and enjoy the scenery you can
identify the different trees, birds, and insects:
make it an adventure for the whole family!

Parcourse FitCircuit @ AHS Track

Pokemon Go is the latest fad among kids these

Athens Greenway—Covered Bridge

Athens Trails

days. This virtual game has them begging to get
outside and go hunting. You can find Pokemon
at the parks too, many of which also have
walking tracks.

Spring is finally here! After being cooped up
inside all Winter long, many people are eager
to get outdoors again. If you simply want to
walk the track and get some fresh air, exercise
with the whole family, or bike the trail and
enjoy the scenery, you don’t have to go
outside Athens. Athens Greenway has all of
the amenities you are looking for. There are
countless ways to get the whole family
involved.

Geocaching is another growing activity that all
ages can participate in. It is a scavenger hunt
based on coordinates and you can find and hide
real trinkets for others to find. Several have
been found along Athens Greenway.

Exercise can be fun for the whole family, so
make that short drive today, you could run into
a Charmander just across the covered bridge.

End of trail—Athens Sportsplex

Remind
In the past rainouts, cancellations and reminders haven’t always been
done as quickly and conveniently as we would have liked.

This Spring we sought out to solve this problem by using Remind on
a trial basis for our Spring leagues. Remind can be downloaded as an
app or by simply texting the code to 81010. Once signed up, you will
receive text messages on updates and reminders directly to your
phone.

2017 Athens Youth Volleyball: @9f7d2a
2017 Adult Softball:
@944ecc

Nearly 1200 participants are already using Remind, and we have
received very positive feedback. Everyone who is signed up will
receive notifications as soon as they are announced, which saves a lot
of time and phone calls, for coaches and parents.

To receive updates, reminders and cancellations just text the code to 81010

Athens Cemetery, Parks & Recreation
Weekday Hours: Monday—Friday: 6:00 a.m.—10:00 p.m.
Weekend Hours: Saturday & Sunday: 7:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Phone #: (256) 233-8740
Fax #: (256) 233-8742
Website: www.athensal.us
Follow us on Facebook: “Athens Recreation Center”
Cemetery Information:
Office hours: Monday—Friday: 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Phone #: (256)233-8743
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